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Agenda Item Summary 
 

BACKGROUND 
 

Through HB 2538, the 1993 Oregon Legislative Assembly created the 
seven member Access and Habitat (A&H) Board.  This legislation 
authorized the A&H Board to review and recommend to the Oregon Fish 
and Wildlife Commission projects designed to improve wildlife habitat 
and public hunting access in Oregon.  The 2003 Oregon Legislative 
Assembly reauthorized the program through December 2009.  Project 
proposals are typically submitted by landowners, corporations, 
organizations and agencies.  Applications are initially reviewed by board-
appointed regional advisory councils established in six geographic regions 
of the state.  The councils forward proposals to the A&H Board with 
recommendations to approve or deny projects.  The A&H Board provides 
the next level of project review, and then forwards proposals to the Fish 
and Wildlife Commission for final consideration and approval to expend 
A&H Program funds. 
 

PUBLIC 
INVOLVEMENT 
 

The Access and Habitat Program provides for public involvement through 
the regional advisory councils and state A&H Board meetings.  The 
meetings are advertised in advance, notices are published on the 
Department’s website and in the program’s newsletter and agendas are 
mailed to interested citizens.  There is an opportunity for interested 
citizens to provide public comment during these meetings.  The A&H 
Board most recently met on October 16-17, 2006 in Salem, Oregon. 
 

 
ISSUE 1 
 

 
Emergency Seeding Program 

  
ANALYSIS 
 

Each year Oregon experiences large scale wildland fires.  Under certain 
conditions wildland fires can be beneficial to wildlife habitat, but in other 
circumstances intense wildfires can damage critical wildlife habitat.  In 
these situations, seeding efforts can provide needed wildlife forage, 
control soil erosion and prevent the establishment of noxious weeds.   
 
Oregon’s wildland fires typically occur in late summer and early fall.  To 
most affectively seed these fires, seed must be applied in the fall or early 
winter following the fire, but grant funding is typically not available in 
such a short time-frame.   
 
In 2002, the A&H Board implemented an emergency seeding program 
due to concerns over the large amount of wildlife habitat that was 
impacted by wildland fires.  A temporary rule was adopted creating a 
“fast-track” process where funds could be approved and available to 
private landowners within two weeks of being requested.  The temporary 
rule created an expedited approval process which allowed the A&H Board 
to meet by conference call to review emergency seeding project 
proposals.  If the A&H Board voted to approve a seeding project, the 



 

 

roposal then was forwarded to the agency Director for final funding 

 This program has successfully 
rovided $450,942 in A&H funds to seed 19,752 acres of critical wildlife 

uld provide the A&H Board with a faster 
echanism for responding to wildlife habitat destruction caused by 
ense wildland fires.   

   
 

OPTIONS 
2. Amend draft rules 

t draft rules 
 

STAFF  
RECOMMENDATION 

     Option 1 

p
approval.   
 
The A&H Board has implemented temporary rules for the emergency 
seeding program in 2002, 2005 and 2006. 
p
habitat owned by 27 private landowners.   
 
Adoption of the attached Oregon Administrative Rule would create a 
permanent A&H emergency fire seeding program.  Establishment of a 
permanent program wo
m
int
 

1. Adopt draft rules 

3. Rejec
 

DRAFT MOTION "I move to adopt OAR 635-090-0200 as proposed by staff." 
 

EFFECTIVE  DATE: Upon filing  
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